
1
Competition Rules

Fort Dearborn-ChicagoPhotoForum (FDCPF)
Competition Rules
Effective August 2018

I. COMPETITION

A. Print and Digital Competitions and critiques are to be conducted on the first meeting of each
month,except July.

B. Judging for theAnnual Awards is to take placeon the designated date in September, which is
hereby designated astheAnnual Competition.

II PRINTANDDIGITALIMAGEELIGIBILITY

A. ThePrint Competition will consist of four categories: (1) Small Monochrome, (2) Large
Monochrome, (3) Small Color, and (4) LargeColor. Printsmust bemounted. The title and
maker'snamemust appear legibly on the back of themount in the upper left-hand corner.
Printswill be presented for judging (horizontally or vertically) based on the label being in the
upper left-hand corner. Labelsmay also designate the sequence in which the imagesare to be
presented for judging. Mountswith ablack or dark back should have this information on a
white or light colored label attached to the back. "Small Print” areasshall not exceed 11 by 14
inches. All “Small Prints” are to bemounted on an 11 by 14 inchmount board. “LargePrint”
areashall not exceed 16 by 20 inches. All “LargePrints” are to bemounted on a16 by 20 inch
mount board. Printscannot extend beyond the edge of themount. Uniformly toned
monochromeprintsare eligible in the “MonochromePrint” division. APrint Entry Formmust
accompany each category of printssubmitted. Printsmust be submitted at least fifteen
minutesbefore the commencement of themeeting.

B. Digital ImageCompetition Procedures: Each imagemust have the followingmaximum size:
1.Horizonta lside will be no more than1400pixels.
2.Vertical side will be no more than 1050ixels.

Unlessthe image proportionsare in the exact ratio of 4 to 3, one of thesedimensionswill be
lessthan themaximum.

Digital competition entriesshould be emailed to theCompetition Chair at
fortdcomp@gmail.com by 6pm the eveningbefore the competition. ADigital Competition
Entry Formmust accompany the emailed images.
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The recommended, but not required, color space issRGB. Imagesare to be saved asjpeg files.

The file namingprotocol for digital submissions issequence #of presentation _ year of
competition _month of competition _ title.

C. Print and digital imagesmust be thework of themember. Computer imaging techniquesmay be
used in all print and digital projection divisions. All entriesmust begin asaphotographic image
taken by the entrant. Themaker must do all computer manipulation. Any element that wasnot
photographed by themaker, such asClip Art, cannot beused in the image. For our purposes, all
itemsobtained from commercially available image librariesshall be categorized asClip Art. This
includesline drawings, photographs, etc. Printsmay bedone commercially.

D. Prints and digital imageswill qualify for entry inmonthly competition regardlessof when the
workwasdone. However, new work isencouraged in order to cultivate and promote
improvement and advancement of photography in keepingwith themain objectivesof the
FDCPF.

III MONTHLYAWARDS

A. Nomore than four digital imagesmay beentered by amember in any onemonthly
competition. Nomore than three printsmay beentered by amember in any onemonthly
competition in each of the four print categories for a total of twelve prints in eachmonthly
competition. Special competitionsmay have their own restrictionsfor number of entries.

If properly submitted printsor digital imagesare inadvertently omitted from the competition
for which they are submitted, then thework omittedmay be added to thework submitted for
the next competition. In future competitionswithin the samecompetition year, amember
actingasa judgemay submit the printsand digital imagesthat would have been eligible for
the competition that he/she judged .

B. Printsor digital imagespreviously submitted to another club are eligible for FDCPFmonthly
competitions. Themakermustreport thisfactbynotingitonthePrint orDigitalEntryForm that 
willaccompanythedigitalimageorprintwhenit is presented for regular competition. This 
is to prevent the same print from being entered by two different clubs at inter-club 
competitions such as CACCA.
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C. Print or digital imagessubmitted for monthly competitionmay not be re-submitted in the
same category if:

1. It haswon an Award or HonorableMention in that category.
2. It isassimilar to an Award or HonorableMention winner asto be construed as identical.

Thesedeterminationsare to bemadeby the respectiveCompetition Chair.
No print or digital imagemay be submittedmore than twice in the samecategory. If aprint or
digital image issubmitted asecond time in the same competition year, only thehigher score
for that work can be counted toward qualifying for annual awards. It is the responsibility of the
maker to notify the appropriate competition committee of a resubmission.

D. At least two judges, when possible, will be selected from outside the FDCPFmembership.
Membersof theFDCPFcan also be selected as judge if needed. During the commentary, the
judgesshould alternate their remarks. At the beginningof eachmonthly competition, the
Competition Chair shall introduce the judgesand review the procedures for scoringand
critique. The chairperson will inform the judgesthat competition at FDCPFisnot limited to
pictorial subjects, but isan open competition. Each entry will be judged on itsownmerits.

Secret numerical votingby the judgesshall be conducted by theuseof an electronic voting
machine supplied by theFDCPF, by scoring from 4 to 9 points for each image.

Awardsand HonorableMentionswill be selected by the judgesfrom apool of the highest
scoringprints. The initial pool will contain one and ahalf timesthenumber of ribbonsto be
awarded. TheCompetition Chair maywave this150%rule if the pool is too large.

Printsand digital imagesin monthly competitionsare to be scored first, ribbonsselected
second, and commentarymade last for asmany entriesasreasonable time permits.

E. Monthly Award and HonorableMention ribbonswill be given to thememberssubmitting the
best digital imagesand prints in each category. HonorableMentionsare not Awards.

If there are fewer than six entries in any category, printsor digital imagesscoring21 or above
will be eligible for an Award at thediscretion of the judges. TheAwardsand Honorable
Mentionswill bemade asfollows:

Number of Entries Number of Awards Number of Honorable
Mentions

1 to 5 Discretionary, 21 score or above None
6 to 10 1 1
11 to 15 2 1
16 to 20 2 2
21 to 25 3 2
26 to 30 3 3
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31 to 35 4 3
36 to 40 4 4
41 to 45 5 4
46 to 50 5 5
51 to 55 6 5
56 to 60 6 6
61 to 65 7 6
66 to 70 7 7
71 to 75 8 7
Etc. Etc. Etc.

In casesof adeadlock by the judges, theCompetition Chair may authorize theawardingof an
extra ribbon.

OnePrint of theMonth / Digital Imageof theMonth award will be given to thosemembers
submitting the best image of themonth aschosen by the judgesfrom theAward winners in
each category. All winningentriesare to be chosen by the judges. There shall be no limit to
thenumber of Awardsand HonorableMentionsthat onemember may receive.

F. An important purpose of themonthly print and digital imagecompetitions is to provide
entries for inter-club competitions. In order to obtain such entries, theCompetition Chair
will select printsand digital imagesthat havebeen submitted to our competitions. By
enteringprintsand digital images, themaker givespermission to the FDCPFto use them for
thepromotion of FDCPFcompetitionsor for the promotion of the FDCPF, unlessotherwise
noted on the entry form. Amaker must provide awrittenmodel release to theCompetition
Chair for an identifiable person in anude image submitted in competition, for an image to be
displayed on FDCPF’swebsite, theDearbornite newsletter, FDCPF’spromotional materialsor
to be sent to inter-club competitions.

IV ANNUALAWARDS

A. PHOTOGRAPHEROFTHEYEARAWARDS- To beeligible, amember must compete in monthly
competitionswith no fewer than 10 digital image entriesand/or no fewer than 10 print entries
in each category in which he competes. ThePhotographer of theYear Award will be granted
on thebasisof highest point averageper category for the 10 highest scoring images. For
example, the 10 highest entries received a total of 240 points; 240 score/10 entries=24
average per entry.
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B. DIGITALIMAGE/ PRINTOFTHEYEARAWARDS- The followingawardsare to be selected from
all FDCPFmonthly Award winnersand HonorableMentionsof the year and frommonthly
CACCAAward winnersand HonorableMentionsof the year:

LargeMonochromePrint of theYear
Small MonochromePrint of theYear
LargeColor Print of theYear
Small Color Print of theYear
Digital Image of theYear
1st Runner-UpDigital Image of theYear
2nd Runner-Up Digital Image of theYear

Such choice shall bemadeby the jury selected by thePrint Competition Committee, Digital
ImageCompetition Committee, and theCACCADelegate.

The appropriateCompetition Committee shall attempt to notify all eligiblemembersof the
judgingdate. It shall be themember'sresponsibility to present theeligible digital images
and/or prints for consideration.

C. PICTURESTORYAWARD- Awardswill be given in both thePrint and Digital ImageDivisionson
thebasisof the number of entries:

1 - 5 entries–OneAward
6 - 15 entries– Two Awards

Eachmember may submit amaximumof two picture story collections in either or both
divisionsof Printsand Digital Images. The picture story collection shall consist of aminimum
entry of ten (10) or amaximum entry of twenty-five (25) printsor digital imageswith suitable
commentary. Total running timeshould not exceed tenminutes. Printsmay be of any size
either mounted or unmounted. Digital Imagesmust meet thePrint and Digital ImageEligibility
requirementsunder Article III(B) above. . All printsand digital imagesmust havebeenmade
by themember, but no limit ismadeon when thephotosweremade.

Judging for thePicture Story is to take place in September at theAnnual Competition.

D. ALEXEVANOFFLANDSCAPEAWARD- Alex, an avid photographer, joined the FDCPFin 1972
and remained an activemember until hemoved to Scottsdale, Arizona in 1980. Although Alex
joined thePhoenixCameraClub and theSun City Print Club, hisheart alwaysremained with
FDCPF. Hisenthusiasmwascontagious, stirring fellow clubmembersto compete regularly, as
he did, in print competitions. Still life, particularly glassware, excited him, but the favorite
themeof all was landscapes. Manyweekendswere spent on excursions, primarily to make the
best landscape sceneunforgettable. In addition to theMidwest landscapes, the opportunities
in Arizonawere inspiring. Shortly after hisdeath on January 5, 1990, hiswife, Jackie, donated
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fundsto FDCPFto establish an annual memorial award in hishonor. Since hisspecial interest
was landscapesof all kinds, it appeared to beonly natural to designate landscapesasthe
theme. Alexwould bepleased to know hisname liveson at FDCPF.

Judging: At theAnnual Competition in September.

Awards: One for Digital Imagesand one for Printsto be presented at theAnnual Banquet of
that year. NoHonorableMentionswill be given.

Subject Matter: The dictionary defines landscapeasa "wide view or vistaof natural scenery, a
locality asseen with regard to itsnatural andman-made features, scenery
characteristic of aparticular locality." All typesof landscapeswill be accepted
includingseascapes, city landscapes, industrial landscapesand natural landscapes.
Somesuggestions: watch for unusual lighting, time of day, create a central point of
interest to which everythingelsewill flow, use silhouettes, createmoods, and record
thegrandeur of nature.

E. GEORGEASAI NATUREAWARD- George left avery special legacy to membersof the FDCPF,
not only for hisuntiringcontributionsof help in designing the layoutsof all prospective
meetingsitesover the years, but also for hiswillingnessto help whenever hishelp was
needed. Asan architect by profession, hisavocation wasgood photographywith beautiful
nature shotsa specialty. He also excelled in black andwhite prints. George served onmany
committeesduringhisclub membership and asPresident 1976-1977 inspiring themembers
with excellent programsand photographicpossibilities.

Born inWinters, California, May 19, 1919, George spent hischildhood in California.
Unfortunately hewasincluded in the detentionsof JapaneseAmericans in Tule Lakeduring
theearly part of WorldWar II. Eventually heenlisted in theArmyand served in the
intelligenceunit asa translator. After thewar, hemoved to Chicago, where hemet hiswife,
Naomi, went into thearchitectural profession and raised his family here in theMidwest.

The FDCCCwasfortunate to accept George'smembership in May of 1960where hewasan
activemember until hisuntimely death October 12, 1989. WehopeGeorgeAsai Nature
Competition will serveasamemorial to adedicated friend of the FDCPFand also will
encouragemembers to try for that extraspecial nature shot.

Judging: At theAnnual Competition in September.

Awards: One for Digital Imagesand one for Printsto be presented at theAnnual Banquet of
that year. NoHonorableMentionswill be given.

Subject matter: Requirements fromPSANatureDivision Digital ImageCompetition August
1991: Subject matter is restricted to the useof photography to depict nature in any
of itsphases. Any human elements, if present, should beunobtrusive and enhance
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the nature story. Photographsof hybrid plantsor animals, horticultural varieties,
still life studies(such asmounted specimens, museumhabitatsor flower
arrangements), derivationsor any form of digital image or print manipulation that
alters the truth of the photographic statement are not eligible and should not be
submitted.

F. WILLIAM KRISTY AWARD. DocKristywasavery long termmember andmajor competitor in
theareaof Black& White photography. Hewasa regular award winner at theFDCPFand at
CACCA. TheFDCPFhascreated an annual Monochrome competition in hishonor and
memory.

Monochrome isdefined asan imagewith only one color other than purewhite. Usually it is
Black. But any color isacceptable aslongasno second color tone isadded. For instance, a
B&Wportrait with reddened cheek or lips isnot appropriate for thiscompetition.

G. RULESREGARDINGTHEALEXEVANOFFLANDSCAPEAWARD, GEORGEASAI NATUREAWARD,
ANDTHEWILLIAM KRISTY AWARD

Submissionsfor abovenamed annual awardsareasfollows:

Entries: Each FDCPFmember may submit up to four (4) entries in Digital Imagesand/or Prints
for each special competition on theAnnual Competition night. Entriesmay have
been entered in previousFDCPFcompetitionsand alsomay be entered in future
FDCPFcompetitions. Each digital imageor print must be thework of theentrant and
properlymarked with name, title, and appropriatemarkingsfor digital imagesor
prints.

Awards: One award will be presented in each of the print and digital categoriesper each of
theabovenamed competitions.

For all special print competitions, aseparate print must beprovided if the original print isneeded
for Print of theYear competition. Theprint chairmanmaywave thisrule.




